


Readiness for open data initiatives
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Sub-Saharan Africa 

Implementation of open data programmes

Impact that open data is having

Some countries such as Tanzania, Kenya 
and Burkina Faso improved on open data 
initiatives, policies, civil society engage-
ment and support for innovation.

In other countries such as Nigeria, 
Mozambique and Mauritius, three main 
areas are stagnating: funding for open 
data initiatives to ensure sustainability, 
proper data management and right to 
information reforms.

Nigeria is well positioned to be an 
open data leader in Africa. Yet, it 
appears to be sliding backward 
given that its education and 
health data is no longer fully open 
due to a lack of open licenses. 
However, the country has begun 
to see a few strong, civil 
society-led initiatives emerge. 
These include Your BudgIT, 
created on the principle that every 
citizen should have access to and 
understand public budgets. In 
addition, Tracka, a tool used to 
collaborate, track and give 
feedback on government projects, 
helps to disseminate budget and 
expenditure-related data 
published by government.

One study in Kenya looked at the 
impact of open data within 
grassroots communities, focussing 
on the delivery of services related 
to health, water and education. 
The findings revealed that the low 
quality of available data limits its 
use. Another example is the 
Hunger Safety Net Program that 
has designed a fully interactive 
dashboard to display information 
on cash transfers to support 
vulnerable and poor people in 
Kenya. The initiative has the 
potential to improve inter-agency 
data sharing, leading to greater 
efficiency.

Rwanda and DR Congo each have one fully 
open dataset. Significant improvements 
have been made by Ghana, Tanzania and 
Burkina Faso.   

Even regional champions still score low on 
openness of datasets, with all countries 
lacking fully open data. Nigeria’s health and 
education datasets are no longer fully open. 

Most countries are improving in political 
impact, demonstrated by projects such as 
the Municipal Money budget initiative on 
fiscal transparency in South Africa. 

The majority of countries show little to no 
impact in other areas such as inclusion or  
economy. 
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http://www.gov.za/speeches/treasury-launches-open-local-government-financial-data-portal-%E2%80%93-%E2%80%9Cmunicipal-money%E2%80%9D-26-oct
http://yourbudgit.com
http://www.tracka.ng
http://procurementmonitor.org/2014-constituency-projects/index.php
http://www.opendataresearch.org/content/2014/731/understanding-impacts-kenya-open-data-applications-and-services
http://www.hsnp.or.ke

